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‘One Thing Certain~ ‘About
Spring Modes.

WILL RIPPLE AT THY ANKLES

And, for Street Wear, Will Fit
Snugly at the Hips,

DifMoulties In-the New Skirt for the Dress-
maker—Stil More . Chio . Effects In
Trimniing—The Combining of Many
Shades of White the Latest Fancy of
the French Dressmaker—Beautiful
Flowered Materials for Summer Wear
—Marvels of the New Ribbons—The
Dredsy Skirt Given Over to the Horlzone
1al Style Trimming—Evening Frocks:

Parisians will soon-beoff for the Riviera,
and those American women of fashion
who do not join their French and Fnglish
sistérs on the shores of the Mediterranean
will within a few weeks have their trunks
packed and turn their faces toward Palm
Beach and the other winter reeorts of our
American Riviera.

In the meantime, dressmakers and mil-

liners are busy over frocks and hats to go
into thoseé trunks, and for the elect there
are already private views of models that
will consort better with summer skies than
with the bitter cold of our Northern land.

For weeks past the Parisian autoécrats
of fashion have been working over such
medels, and putting into them much more
serioun thought than would to the outsider
seem justifiable. It is a matter for con-
sideration, this Riviera costume.

Upon it may hang the fate of the summer
modes. It is an experimental feeling of
the feminine pulse, a dress rehearsal for
the performance that has its epring
premidre at Auteuil.

The successes of the Riviera will to a
great extent dictate the fashions of the
coming reason, and the experiments that
prove fajlures at Nice or Monte Carlo
will be discreetly dropped into oblivion.

Already Fgypt has seen new and wonder-
ful things in summery frocks and hats,

and as a fashion show the world of Cairo
s hard to beat, but Fgypt is far from the
Madeleirie, while every one can go to Monte
Carlo; and even the famous French ac-
tresses, who after all have more to do with
Taunching new modes than all the society
leaders, can escape from Paris long enough
for Riviera holidays.

Later, the great dressmakers themselves
will run down to see the show, make notes
of new ideas, gain inspiration for new crea-
tions and further developments; but now
there are only fugitive glimpses of the
beauties to he displayed hereafter, and
one cannot speak with absolute confidence
of the modes that are to be. At best one
can but argue logical conclusions from
prevailing tendencies, and fashion’s whims
often deal disconcertingly with logic.

About the full skirt for the coming season
thére is no shadow of doubt. 'There may
be variations in detail, . in trimming, in

fength, but the summer gkirt will be full,
ind the sheer materials, the soft supple
summer silks and wools, will lend them-
selves charmingly to the mode.

For the trotteur skirt, and the skirt which,
for want of a hetter term, one must call
dressy, the summer laws are approxi-
mately fixed. The morning street cos-
tumes will nat break into billowing folds,
but will keep a tailored ceverity and, whether
plaited or plain, will fit enugly around the
hips and ripple discreetly at the ankles.

The ugly model, made with habit back

—

and olitiging clossly almost to the knees,
is, luckily, gone with the monstrosities of
vesteryear. The inverted plait back is
the uaual model for the trotting skirt, and
while fitting the hips with easy snugneess,
the skirt is not really close fitting at any
point below the hip line, though the pro-
nounced ripple is below the knées.

This walking skirt just olears the ground

{ and is trimmed in vertical lines, if at all.

Tt is unlined, and if it is plaited, the plaits
are stitehed down two-thirds of the length.

ful shaping of a skirt plaited from the
waistband, because it is dificalt to adapt
the stitohed plaits to the hip curve; but for
the average waman the short skirt in one
unbroken line from waist to hem is pref-
erable. The hip yoke does cut the. skirt
length slightly, and this is particularly
undesirable on a skirt already short.

A number of the new walking skirts are
plain down to the kneea, with strapping or
lapped and stitched seams, and have double
or triple plaits set in at the bottom of each
sdeam. These plaits do not reach even to
knee height on either side of the front
breadth, but they slope gradually upward
until -those in the back are considerably

| Some models show a hip yoke, with plait-
ing below, a device easier than the succesa-

by hundreds for Southérn wear, and the
white linens and sheer whites are, of course,
a foregone conclusivn for summer.

A white wool frock does not mean simply
a white wool frock to-day, for color subtle-
ties are the joy of the artist in clothes, and
the manufacturers, cateéring to this taste,
are producing more and more delicate gra-
dations of shading. There are now fully
a dozen whites on the market; and though
the difference between chalk white and
mushroom white or between oyster white
aixd ivory is but elight, it is enough to give
individuality to a costurce and to differ-
entiate decidedly two white frocks.

The very latest fanoy of the French dress-
maker is tha combining of many white
shades in one frock, and this Idea has been
worked out in some of the raost succéss-
ful models intended for the Riviers. The
blending must be done with genuine artis-
tig skill, but when well done it gives results
exquisitely harmonious.

One such frock worn by a Parisian woman
at a recent function was in one white, com-
pletely overlaid by a deeper tint of white
in open work design and finished by chiffen
and lace of blended whites. The costume
roused enthusiastio comment, and almost
all of the fashion experts referred to it as

the cloth or in shadings of that color, with
perhaps, the introduction of gold or sllver
threads,

Old Venetidn and Irish laces remain in
favor for trimming street frocks and heavy
materials, and the silk fibro lace, dyed to
match the dress materifl, continues ite
succeas; but net top laces, such as Chan-
tilly, Alengon, and above all, Valenciennes,
will, it is eaid, have unprecédented vogue
this: summer, a fact due to the inoreasing
liking for flounces and frills, plain or
festooned. .

These flounces are particularly adapted
to sheer summer stuffs and summer modes,
and the summer girl of the coming season
will surely be quaintly pioturesque and
feminine in attire if she dresses success-
fully in the latest fashion. The full skirts,
the fichus, the flopping draped sleeves, the
flounces and bouillonées and shirring, and
oordings, thé softly draped girdles may all
be introduced into even the inexpensive
summer frock, and in eummer materials
these ideas are not so likely to be bungled
and cdricatured as in materials heavier
and harder to handle skilfully.

The flowered summer materials already
shown in the shops are, as usual at this
season, more alluring than the goods in
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above the knee. Little buttons, covered
with the skirt material, trim the joining
line of seam and plaits.

These cloth covered buttons appear upon
a large proportion of the new tailor frocks,
and small buttons, silk covered, velvet
ocovered, metal, &c., bid fair to be even
more popular in the spring than they have
been this winter. .
Tailor goods for the spring are already

in evidence, and, while the mannish mate-
rials which won approval in the fall will still
be favored, there will be attractive lines of
homespun, canvas cloth,  &c., distinctly
feminine in effect. There are indicationa
that the very light shades in these tailor
stuffs will be preferred by women who need
not figure upon the serviceability of their
frocks, and sample cards show many home-
spuns, tweeds and canvaslike mixtures in
the lightest of grays and in the palest bis-
ouit and champagne.

A tint lighter than champagne, decper
than cream, a genuine écru, is one of the
latest Parisian fads and is being exploited
in every type of Riviera frock from trotteur
to casino and dinner costumes. In home-
spun trimmed in stitched cloth, this deli-
cate tint makes an ideal trotting frock
for a summer clime, but is, of course, too
delicate for good service.

The white frook, which has to some ex-
tent gone into eclipse this season, is ap-
parently to regain its vogue with the
spring; for white cloth, white canvas and

other white wo/jllens are being made up

a study in carved ivory.

The French take their fashion very seri-
ously.

Upon the costumes of white wool intended
for promenade, carriage, &c., trimming
of silk soutache, of stitched cloth or silk,
heavy lace, or thick raised embroidery, is
the acoepted thing. S8ilk soutache is un-
questionably to have even greater vogue
than it has enjoyed this season, and among
its newer phases is a shaded braid which
isa most desirable in this day of costumes
in shades of one color.

The broad silk soutache shades almost
imperceptibly from one edge to the other,
and in brown, green, blue—in any color,
indeed, is very effactive. Here again the
shaded white idea is developed, and a broad
braid shading from a white that is near
écru to a chalk white is a charming
trimming.

A line of gold is frequently added to
one edge of these shaded braids, and the
taste for elaboration leads to embroidery
upon the braid foundation. The narrow,
thick ribbed military braid will be much
used upon spring frocks, and the touch of

gold in braid, buttons, &c., that has been
popular this winter will hold over into the
summer season.

Heavy raised embroidery in silk is con-
sidered in Paris the most chic trim-
ming for the wool gown, and is much
used aven upon fllmier materials. Upon
cloth this embroidery is often exceedingly
heavy and is as a rule done in the color of
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plain color. After too much of a winter
world the exquisite blossom laden fabrics
hold a strong appeal; and this year, when
brocades of all kinds are forging to the
front, the flower designs are more beautiful

than ever.
Cotton nets, silk nets, granadines, chiffon

organdies, any number of silk and cotton
tissues whos® names are problems even to
the salesmen, are patterned in garlands

and flower sprays and ringle blossoms
and market bunches 8o that the countera
run riot in flowers, and a woman may find
any color combination she coveta,

Thess flowered stuffs require little trim-
ming. Soft frills of lace, ruches of lace
or of plain mousseline or chiffon or soft
silk, bouillonées of plain moussa2line or
ohiffon, bands and knots of ribbon in one
tone—all these are appropriate for the
flowered frock, but elaborate insot designs
of lace and intricate triinming are wasted
and ineffective upor such material.

The ribbon trimming just mentioned
is greatly in evidence and will naturally
be still more so with the coming of summer.
With the rise in its popularity has come
improvement in its possibilities,

Manufacturers of ribbons have kept
pace with the makers of silks, velvets and
other fabrics, and the new ribbons, like
the new gown materials, are of amazing
softnees and adaptability. The chiffon
velvet ribbons, the satins, even the taffetas,
are 80 supple, 85 soft, that they are suscep-
tible of almost any treatment and nestle
in fluttering knots among the filmy laces,
wind in and out among the rose garlands,

vontribiuts their share to beautify sppqud !
, in Om!:roldory. form

des|

rré'l::. are set in as band trimming With
agot stitching to join them to the frock
material, are used for ruching, for lattice
trimming—in fact, there's né end to the
uses for them. ‘

The lovely flowered ribbons are, of course,
suitable for wear only with material in
one color, a fact too often forgotten, with
lamentable results. ¢

Thess flowered ribbons in the new quali-
ties are beautiful beyond desoription, and
dressmakers are obtaining charming effects
by inserting them 28 bands or using them
22 hems upon frocks of one ocolor or upon
dotted materials. )

One of the advance models shown by a
Fifth avenue importer is of a white silk
gauze dotted in black and trimmed in bands
of white silk ribbon flowered in a Louia XV.
design of rose garlands and bowknots, =

The bands are set info the gauze with
fagoting of black silk, and little ruches and
frills of the gauze furnish the other trim-
ming. The high girdle is of the flowered
ribbon.

The same idea might be successfully
worked out in white and black awiss or in
any pale tint dotted with white,

White ribbon closely dotted with pin-
head dots of black is used to trim flowered
stuffs or frocks of plain light tint, the gauzs
ribbon being usually preferred for this
purpose, and this dotted ribbon with nar-
row flowered borders is also good upon
one tone materials.

We have wandered far from the skirt
problem, but in fashion talk one always
returns to that starting point. The skirt
and the sleeves are the oritical featuree
of the up-to-date gown. If they are modish
even an oriinary bodice canaot spoil the
frook.

The dressy skirt, unlike the trotteur shirt,
is given over to horisontal trimming and
has the length to stand this treatment,
for to be correct it should bé several inches
on the floor all around.

Unlike the trotteur skirt, too, it is full
from the waist line, where it is set in with
fine plaits with gathers, or with rows of
corded gauzing, and the fulness increases
in the downward line until it reaches most
voluminous proportions below the knees,

All this requires skill, and it must be ad-
mit‘ad that a large majority of the full
akirts turned out are failures, The goring
at the top must be well done, and right
here let it be noted that a sloped seam

straight up the middle of the front will
help tremendously in the fitting of the
full skirt and the giving of the required
shape.

The plain front effect must be retained
even though there be great fulness in sides
and back, and where this is not affected
by the middie seam a narrow front panel,
wide box plait or some other scheme to
promote fron: flatness is adopted,

The shirred or gauged skirt is a muoh
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simpler proposition than the plaited skirt, j
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though it does not look so in the fashion
outs, and the mediocre dressmaker is ad-
vised to accept it as her full skirt model
until she has developed skill in the manage-
ment of fulness in skirt lines. Even oloth,
zibeiine and velvet may be sucoessfully
handled in this way by the help of clever
goring, and lighter weight summer stuffs
will be even better adapted to this plan.

Fine plaits or tucks set into the waist-
band and either falling full or stitched
down a short way are perhaps preferable
to shirring for heavy fabriocs, but the skirt
laid in deep side plaits, running backward
from a broad oentral box plait, is hard to
mansge unless the plaits are stitched down
well over the hips.

The average dressmaker outs this skirt
and lays the plaits so that the latter will
slope gracefully backward in line with the
fan slope of the front box plait, and unless
such plaits are stitched they are bound
with every motlon to fall forward in
confusion.

The plaits of the new skirt, if they are to
fall free, must fall straight, and the sooner
that fact is recognized the better. No
amount of staying and catching will hold
the plaits in place. They will only spoil the
line effect, and the grace of line is de-
pendent upon the freedom of the fold and
the clinging suppleness of the material.

The new full skirt is seldom lined, even
the drop skirt being dispensed with in
favor of a very thin separate petticoat or
slip, closely fitted to the figure.

One result. of this new skirt, which is
the most awkward thing imaginable for
walking purposes, is to be seen in the éx-
porimental methods of holding up skirts
which are being put into practice upon the

streets. As a matter of faot, it will be
necessary to hold the skirt up in front, if
one is to walk in it at all, and dainty petti-
coats will have an unusual chance of ex-
hibiting their charms this summer. :

The group of evening frocks sketched in
the large ploture furnishes easily under-
stood {llustrations of many of the new ideas.
The full skirt, the pointed girdle or bodice
and the raised bust line, the fichu in its
many forms, the frilled sleeves, the floun-
ces, the bouillondes set on in scroll design,
the flower applinué, the use of tiny bouton
roses in combination with lace—these all
enter into the composition of the models
selectad, and yet most of these models are
comparatively simple and might be repro-
duced without extravagance,

The lace frills and lace ruches with a rib
line of little rases are particularly attract-
ive and form a slight variation upon the
multiplied rose gariands and wreaths.

In the models chosen for the amall outs,

oy

too, simplicity is the keynote, although the
most modieh of notions are embroidered
in the deaigns. «

The graceful but absolutely simple frock
of sllk volle with flaming saleeves over lace
sleaves, full skirt banded with lace and
simple blouse with deep pointed lace yoke
is a delightful house gown meodol, and a
dull blue chiffon velours with guimpe,
front tab and long ouffs of heavy lace for

all it trimming 18 as successful as it is
unpretentious,

SUCCESS IN GIVING DINNERS.

Raules Oheerved by a Woman Whe Is Called
A Charming Hostess.

From the Washington Poal.

One of Washington's most oharming host-
esaes, who is renowned for her delightful
dinner parties, was asked recently what were
her “ecrm for succesa.

“There are certaip rules regarding dinner
parties,” she seplied, “that if follgwed more
closely would assure success and pleasure
1o gn function,

“For my part, I seldom entertain more
than six &t one time, and then choose my
giests with care and strive Yo seat them
with disoretion. I remember very well how
my mot used to manage such affairs, and,

succecs, have adopted her
m . 'Never evertax your strength or
your purse,’ I have heard her say, ‘and i yo
¢an nerve a four ocourse dinner fectly an
8 oix or eight coursp dinner w i\{ an offort
by all means plan for the firat. Again, con-
sider the Iim mal of Jou ohef, and don't

ad duck w ¢!

sepire to ; he he vy of
roas ef are better unders S Ver
advice T have found it to .m,uﬁ
you have my A
“Of course,” cono| the matron, *
will forgive anything so long as & woma
¢ap ma og meal pass pleasantly. At su
tv‘.vmo: w: on"t 'nhnt.wom'i‘:‘r‘ml Mrletored
'@ want people who are ¢ t dirne;
1t our business wnwnsbon.a..” ‘ r_,‘ui
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54 West 14th Street (Near 6th Ave.), New York.

THE MAIDS JOINED THE UNION

And a Domestic Cirisis Quickly Followed
In This Suburban Home. )

The latest emigrant to the suburbs had

passed through the cold spell and other in-

cidental episodes of the commuter's ex-

istence. He was silent as to the sentiments

{ regarding them, but he did tell the story of

the way his domestic staff became union-
jzed and the dire effect on the peace of the
family,

One night last week the bell rang. Know-
ing that the servants were in the kitchen,
the lady of the house was surprised to hear
it ring a sacond time.

When it rang three times, she hurried
down to the door herself. There were two
neighbors who had come to call.

She apologized for coming to the door,
waited until her guests had departed and
then went to the kitchen to investigate.
The two domestics sat there quietly cone
versing.

“Why did nobody answer the bell?” began
the lady of the house, in natural excitement.
“It rang three times and I finally went.”

There was silence for a second, while the
two servants looked at'each other,

“Do you hear me, you, Ma.r¥?"qhe asked,
turning to the waitress. “It was your
d\‘ﬂm answer the bell. Why didn't you?*®

e two women exchanged looks again
and then the one addressed finally an-
swered.

“Well, we—Maggie and me—joined the
Rosehurst Hired Girls’ Union this after-
noon and we don't work after 8 o'clock—
that is unless we get 25 cents an hour extra.”

She looked triumphantly at her colleague
after delivering herself of this declaration.
And they both seemed only a little less
proud en at the end of the week they
departed for New York to seek new places,
leaving behind them forever the union
whioch succeeded in getting them dis-
charged so soon after they oined it.

TAKEN BY MRS. HARRISON.

Widew of the President to Bring Up a Res
form School Boy as a Servant.

InpraNaporis, Ind., Jan. -2%:—Several
weeks ago Mrs. Benjamin Harrison paid
a visit to the Reform School for Boys at
Plainfield and noticed & negro boy who ap-
peared to be ashamed of his associations.
She talked to the lad and learned that he
was 13 years old and that his name was
Alexander Baker. He had been sent to the
school as mo ble, but Mrs. Harrison
was oonvi

he would respond to
kindly influence.

To-day she learned that the boy was
about to be paroled and she notified the
management that she would take him into
her home as a servant if he cared to come.
Mrs. .Rogers, head probation- officer, took
the lad to the Harrison home, where he will
be trained as a house servant.

USE OF GLOVES IN EARLY DAY¥S.

Sometimes 1'hey Were Made to Represent
the Man Who Wore Them.

From the St Nicholas.

In the early days everything was nat
regulated for the people, as it is now, by
the Government and the law courts. Europe
was still young then, and pedple had rough °
and ready means of dealing with one another,
of buying and eelling or giving goods and
property and settling disputes. A glove,
as it was very close indeed to a man’s hand,
came in course of time to be looked upon as
taking the place of the hand itself, and
sometimes took the man's place and was
made to represent him.

For example: To open a fair it was neces-
sary then to have the consent and protection
of the great lord in whose country it was
going to be held. Those who wished to open
the fair would come to the. nobleman ami
petition hip to be present. [e might be
very busy, or bored at the ilea of having to
€0, vet he would know that it must be spened
or his people would be discontented. ‘5o he
would say to. the leaders of the people: “No,
my trusty fellows, |1 can’t open the fair in
person, but .l will send my glove to do it.
You all know my glove. Nobody has one
like it in the country. It 15 the one my lady
mother embroidered for me in colored silks
and sflver wire, and it has a deep violet fringe.
You can hang it above the entrance of your
fair grounds as a sign that you are acting
with my permission. If any one disputes
your right or touches his master’s glove, 1
will attend to him, that's all!” So the glove
would travel in state to open the fair,

Principal Ingredients of Chewing Gum.

From the Milwawkee Sentinel,

“It is impossible for me to state the
amount of chewing gum manufactured in
this country,” seid W. W. Evans of Indian-
apolis, who represents the largest manufact-
urers of chewing gum in the world. “Our
specialty is spruce gum, but we manufictire
all kinds. The spruce is obtained from the
forests of Maine and Canada. The trees are
not tapped for the pitch, but are realed,
and the product thus gathered. The great
amount of gum is made from a vegetable
product known as chicle, which comes from
tropical countries. It is something like &
sugar beet. Then a vast amount of paruffine
is also used. These are the two principal
products going into the manufacture of
chowlna gum, peppermint, wintergreen an
other flavoring extracts being added Mil-
lions of pounds are manufactured und con-
sumed {n' the world, this country being the
largest producer.”

Sister of Gen. Butler.
From Foster's Demccrat (Dover, V' 110

At ber delightful old homestead In No'tingham,
Mrs. Betsey M. Eutler Stevens, sister of the late
Gen. Renfamin F. Butler, recently quletly ob-
served her Wita falr
health and her faculties unimpaired, eyesighi
excepted, Mrs. Stevens continues In the thorough
enjoyment of a serene old age, tenderly cared
for by a daughter, Miss Amanda Stevens Mrs
Stevens bears a strong llkenesa to the distinguished
brother, Gen. Butler, In whose career she takes
the greatest pride.

Mrs. Stevens was born In Deerfleld, Jan. 8, 1405,
the youngest of the three daughters of Capt. Jobn
Butler by his first marriage to Saiah Batchelder
of Deerfield. She had barely entered upon her
second year when her mother dled, and her father
soon after married Charlotte Ellison, the late Gov
Butler belng the youngest of the three chlldren
of this marriage.

”
“OUR FEET.

A treatise on the human foot and
its clothing. The injuries and dis-
eanes to which the foot is liable,
such as flat feet, club and ingrowin
toe nalls, bunions, callosities, hard,
soft and vasoular corns, &c. Twen-
ty-fiveillustrations, valuable recipes
for chilblains, cold and perspiring
feet. Excellent book for chiropo-
dists and students. Matled $1.00.

DR. P. KAHLER’S SONS,

Surgeon Chiropodists, 928 and 93
Broadway, N, Yo Zatablisted 1000
AN - e

ninety -sixth birthidayg.




